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The World Jewish Adventist Advisory, held in Buenos Aires on August 18, 2008 has accepted to endorse the issue statement voted by the NAD Jewish Advisory on August 6, 2008 called 

THE SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

REFLECTS ON THE

SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF BIBLICAL FEASTS


As Jews have joined the Seventh-day Adventist Church, many have felt the need to establish congregations around the world that follow the Adventist doctrinal teachings, while worshiping according to Jewish liturgy. These congregations mark Biblical holidays with special events, selectively incorporating elements of Jewish tradition and culture. 


The World Jewish Adventist Advisory has come to understand that the celebration of traditional Jewish holidays and feasts as a legitimate form of contextualization in reaching out to the Jewish people. However, we do not understand such practices to constitute literal observance of Levitical rituals. 

Further we understand that the literal continuation of the ceremonial sacrifices would constitute a denial of the Messiah, Yeshua, and his salvific fulfillment of those rituals. The festivals and fasts today serve an important and instructional function in light of His sacrifice.

Accordingly, we do not believe or teach that observance of any of the Jewish customs, traditions, and practices associated with the annual feasts are obligatory. We recognize that all the feasts find their ultimate meaning and purpose in the ministry of the Messiah.

We do not teach that those who engage in secular labor on the annual feasts and fasts are transgressors. Neither do we believe that the annual feasts and fasts have equal Biblical standing with the weekly Sabbath.

On the other hand, we do not believe that it is necessary for Jews to relinquish either their identity as Jews, or their spiritual and cultural traditions, if they affiliate the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Marking biblical feasts and fasts present an opportunity for Seventh-day Adventists, Jews and non-Jews alike, to experience the key biblical narratives. Marking these key events helps the participants to personally identify with the plan of salvation. Engaging the biblical feasts enriches Adventist spiritual formation with holistic worship and liturgical symbolism. It engages the body as well as the mind in true worship. By marking the annual feasts we experience the rhythms of joy as we remember what God has done and what He has promised to do for His children.

